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Language Policy

BELS recognizes that language is central to learning. We also recognize that all teachers are
in practice, language teachers and need the appropriate support. To support this, proper
resources and training are provided. As a result, language becomes an integral part of that
interaction. BELS is a multilingual school K-12 where at least two languages are resources for

learning.

Within the school, both English and Turkish languages exist side by side as languages of
instruction, and students are encouraged to compare their languages and the cultures
associated with them. German is offered as a second foreign language in grades 5 through

12.

The school stresses the importance of mother tongue development and offers strong Turkish
and English language programs. The school provides library resources in different languages

and guidance to parents for local and online resources.

The school provides quality education in English for non-native speakers and is committed to

supporting students in the development of their English.

Language teachers should emphasize the interconnection between language instruction and
culture. They should ensure that their instruction includes not only grammar and vocabulary
but also cultural context, including customs, traditions, social norms, history, and literature.
This approach to language instruction helps preserve cultural heritage and promotes
empathy and cross-cultural understanding, enabling students to gain a deeper appreciation

of the diversity of human experience.

BELS accepts students with a wide variety of linguistic aptitudes and allows them to develop

their language skills to a level to which they can excel academically in English and Turkish.




Current Language Courses:

Language (PYP), Language and Literature (MYP), First Language English and Literature in
English (IGCSE), and Language A(DP) indicate that the language is taught in a way
appropriate for students:

- for whom that language is their mother tongue

- as one of their mother tongues

- who have reached native or near native competence in the language

- English and Turkish are taught as Language A.
Language Acquisition indicates that the language is taught in a way appropriate for

students:

- for whom that language is not their mother tongue

In elementary school, English language acquisition is developed.

In middle school, a German Language Acquisition course is offered as a part of MYP.

In high school, all students take German as a second foreign language and may take it
as an option in the IGCSE and DP.

The classes are taught in the target language.

Preparatory Class English (Prep Year) prepares students for competency in first language
courses in the IGCSE and IBDP. Through intensive English studies, students are expected to
develop a B2 or higher level in English because they will take first language English courses in

grades 9 through 12. Other than Turkish, all subjects and activities are taught in English.
Standard Forms of Language

Students should be exposed to the culture of the languages taught in the school. It is
necessary for students to appreciate the different forms of a language. There should be

uniformity in usage and spelling within a given document. British and American English are

both equally accepted as standard forms of English throughout the school.




Languages of Instruction

English and Turkish are the languages of instruction throughout the school. To experience
success in other subjects, students need to have a high competency within these languages.
Language lessons have an obvious role to play in teaching and reinforcing language skills
needed in other mainstream subjects. Subject teachers are also language teachers and
should develop students’ language skills. Teachers are responsible for adapting their
materials and teaching styles to meet the needs of students who are not fluent speakers.
Subject teachers develop subject-specific vocabulary, model proper usage, and correct

students’ mistakes in the language of instruction.

Teachers should require students to speak only the language of instruction in the class. The
school also encourages teachers who teach in English to use English for extracurricular
activities or in any casual conversation outside of class at school. This is designed to support

further English language development for academic success.

Language Courses Offered by the School

English and Turkish are the languages of instruction throughout the school. It is the goal of
the school for students to obtain fluency in both languages. All students in grades 9 through
12 take their first language Turkish and English. All elementary classes are bilingual, and all
courses except Turkish and social sciences in middle and high schools are taught in English at
all levels.

All students are required to learn an additional foreign language from grade 5 at the school.
Academic Language Support

For English, language support is available in the school. Students are either referred by the
teachers (see student referral form) or are selected based on whole-school testing. The
counselors in consultation with the program coordinators, teachers, and parents, develop an
action plan which is best suited for the students’ needs. This may be done through remedial
classes (available for all international program subjects) or in-class support. At all levels, the

program aims to provide continuity of instruction and develop communicative competence.



Parents are expected to collaborate with the school to support students in the development

of their language abilities.

For Turkish, language support is provided by the Turkish teachers on a needs basis.

Assessment

Assessment in language is carried out in accordance with the school’s assessment policy
guidelines. These guidelines follow the general principles of international programs and the
Ministry of National Education Program (MoNEP).

An English proficiency test is administered at the beginning and end of grades 5, 8, and high

school prep and at the end of grade 9 to improve teaching and learning.

Policy Review Cycle:

The Language Policy is reviewed at the start of each even-numbered academic year by the
curriculum committee and shared with the faculty for input. Final approval is made by the
BLT.

Approved by the BLT 10.01.2019

Reviewed and approved by BLT on 19.12.2024.




Dil Politikasi

BELS, dilin 6grenmenin merkezinde oldugunu kabul eder. Tum 6gretmenlerin uygulamada dil
6gretmeni olduklarini ve uygun deste@e ihtiya¢ duyduklarini da kabul ederiz. Bu destedi saglamak
icin gerekli kaynaklar ve egitimler sunulmaktadir. Sonug olarak dil, 6§renme etkilesiminin ayrilmaz bir
pargasi haline gelir. BELS, K-12 seviyesinde ¢ok dilli bir okuldur ve en az iki dil 6grenme igin kaynak

olarak kullanilir.

Okul icinde hem ingilizce hem de Tiirkge 6gretim dili olarak bulunur ve 6grenciler kendi dillerini ve bu
dillere bagh kultirleri karsilagtirmaya tesvik edilir. 5. siniftan 12. sinifa kadar ikinci yabanci dil olarak

Almanca sunulmaktadir.

Okul, ana dil geligiminin 6nemini vurgular ve gugli Tirkce ve ingilizce dil programlari sunar. Okul,

farkh dillerde kitiphane kaynaklari sadlar ve velilere yerel ve ¢evrimigi kaynaklar igin rehberlik eder.

Okul, anadili Ingilizce olmayanlara kaliteli Ingilizce egitimi verir ve 6grencilerin Ingilizce gelisimlerini

destekler.

Dil 8gretmenleri, dil égretimi ile kiiltir arasindaki bagdlantiya vurgu yapmalidir. Ogretimleri yalnizca
dilbilgisi ve kelime bilgisini dedil, ayni zamanda kiltirel baglami da icermelidir. Bu baglam;
gelenekler, gérenekler, sosyal normlar, tarih ve edebiyati kapsar. Bu yaklagim kiiltiirel mirasi
korumaya, empati ve kiiltiirlerarasi anlayisi gelistirmeye yardimci olur ve 06grencilerin insan

deneyiminin gesitliligini daha derinden kavramalarini saglar.

BELS, cok cesitli dil yeterliliklerine sahip 6grencileri kabul eder ve onlarin ingilizce ve Tirkce
dillerinde akademik olarak basgaril olabilecekleri seviyelere ulagmalarina imkan tanir.

Mevcut Dil Dersleri

Dil (PYP), Dil ve Edebiyat (MYP), First Language English ve Literature in English (IGCSE), Dil A (DP)

dersleri, belirtilen 6grencilere uygun olarak 6gretir:

e Anadili olan 6grenciler igin,
e Anadillerinden biri olan 6@renciler igin,

e Anadili olan veya anadili gibi yatkinligi olan 6grenciler igin.
ingilizce ve Tiirkge Dil A olarak 6gretilir.
Language Acquisition (Dil Edinimi) dersleri ise dili Su 6grencilere uygun sekilde 6gretir:

e O dilin ana dili olmayan 6grenciler igin.

e ilkokulda ingilizce dil edinimi gelistirilir.

e Ortaokulda, MYP’nin bir parcgasi olarak Almanca Dil Edinimi dersi sunulur.

e Lisede, tum 6grenciler ikinci yabanci dil olarak Almanca 6grenir ve IGCSE ile DP’de segimlik

olarak alabilirler.



e Dersler hedef dilde iglenir.

Hazirhk Sinifi ingilizcesi (Hazirhik Yih), 6Grencileri IGCSE ve IBDP’de birinci dil derslerine hazirlamak
icin verilir. Ogrencilerin 9-12. Siniflarda birinci dil ingilizce dersleri alacaklari icin yogdun ingilizce
¢alismalari sonunda B2 veya daha yiiksek seviyeye ulagmalari beklenir. Tirkce diginda tim dersler ve
etkinlikler ingilizce 6gretilmektedir.

Dilin Standart Bigimleri

Ogrenciler, okulda ddretilen dillerin kiiltiirlerine maruz kalmalidir. Ogrencilerin, dilin farkli bicimlerini
takdir etmesi gerekir. Bir belgede kullanim ve yazim agisindan birlik saglanmalidir. Hem ingiliz
ingilizcesi hem de Amerikan ingilizcesi okul genelinde standart ingilizce bicimleri olarak esit sekilde
kabul edilir.

Ogretim Dilleri

ingilizce ve Turkce, okul genelinde 6gretim dilidir. Ogrencilerin diger derslerde basarili olabilmeleri
icin bu dillerde yiksek yeterliliJe sahip olmalari gerekir. Dil dersleri, di§er ana derslerde gerekli dil
becerilerini 6gretmede ve pekistirmede acik bir role sahiptir. Brans 6Qretmenleri de dil
dgretmenleridir ve 6grencilerin dil becerilerini gelistirmelidir. OJretmenler, akici konusmayan
ogrencilerin ihtiyaglarini kargilamak icin materyallerini ve 6gretim tarzlarini uyarlamakla sorumludur.
Brans ogretmenleri, dersle ilgili kelime dagarcigi gelistirmeli, dogru kullanimi modellemeli ve

6grencilerin yaptiklari dil hatalarini dizeltmelidir.

Ogretmenler, 6grencilerin sinifta yalnizca égretim dilini konusmalarini istemelidir. Okul ayrica
ingilizce 6greten 6gretmenleri, ders disi etkinliklerde veya okulda ders disia sohbetlerde ingilizce
kullanmaya tesvik eder. Bu, 6drencilerin akademik basari igin ingilizce gelisimlerini desteklemek

amaciyla tasarlanmigtir.

Okulun Sundugu Dil Dersleri

ingilizce ve Tirrkce okul genelinde ogretim dilleridir. Okulun amaci, 6@rencilerin her iki dilde de
akicilik kazanmalaridir. 9-12. siniflardaki tim 6grenciler birinci dil olarak Tiirkge ve ingilizce dersleri
ahirlar. Tam ilkokul siniflari iki dillidir ve ortaokul ile lisede, Tirkge ve sosyal bilimler digindaki tim

dersler ingilizce 6gretilir.
Tim 6grencilerin 5. siniftan itibaren okulda ek bir yabanci dil 6grenmeleri zorunludur.

Akademik Dil Destegi



ingilizce igin okulda dil destegi mevcuttur. Odrenciler 6gretmenler tarafindan yénlendirilir (bkz.
6grenci yonlendirme formu) veya okul capinda yapilan testler ile segilir. Rehber 6gretmenler,
program koordinatorleri, 6gretmenler ve velilerle isbirligi iginde 6grencinin ihtiyaglarina en uygun
eylem planini geligtirir. Bu destek; telafi dersleri (tiim uluslararasi program dersleri igin mevcut) veya
sinif ici destek yoluyla olabilir. Tim seviyelerde program, 6gretimin strekliligini saglamayi ve
iletisimsel yeterlilik gelistirmeyi amaglar. Velilerin, 6grencilerin dil becerilerini gelistirmede okulla
isbirligi yapmasi beklenir.

Turkge icin dil destegi, ihtiya¢ oldukga Tiirkge 6gretmenleri tarafindan saglanir.
Olgme-Degerlendirme

Dilde olgme-de@erlendirme, okulun 6lgme-de§erlendirme politikasi yonergelerine uygun sekilde
yapilir. Bu yonergeler, uluslararasi programlarin genel ilkelerini ve Milli E§itim Bakanh@i Programi’ni
(MoNEP) takip eder.

ingilizce yeterlilik testi; 5, 8 ve lise hazirlik siniflarinin baginda ve sonunda, ayrica 9. sinifin sonunda

uygulanir. Bu testler, 6gretim ve 6grenmenin gelistirilmesine katki saglar.
Politika G6zden Gegirme DoOngiisii

Dil Politikasi, her ¢ift sayil akademik yilin basinda mifredat komitesi tarafindan gézden gegirilir ve

ogretmenlerle paylasilarak onlarin gérasleri alinir. Son onay BLT tarafindan verilir.

e BLT tarafindan onaylanma tarihi: 10.01.2019
e BLT tarafindan gézden gegirilip onaylanma tarihi: 19.12.2024




